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A Level History student exemplars pack

About this exemplars pack

This pack has been produced to support History teachers delivering the new A Level
History specification (first teaching 2015). Existing exemplar packs for both AS and A
Level can be found on the Edexcel website and further packs will be published as centres
progress through the course.

The pack contains exemplar student responses to A Level History Paper 3:
e Option 35.1: Britain: losing and gaining an empire, 1763-1914.
e Option 35.2: The British experience of warfare, c1790-1918.

It shows real student responses to questions from the Summer 2017 examination series.
The questions covered in this pack address Assessment Objectives 1 and 2.

% in
Students must: GCE
AO1 Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and
understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features
related to the periods studied, making substantiated ce
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause,
consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and
significance
AO2 Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary
and/or contemporary to the period, within its historical 20
context
AO3 Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context,
different ways in which aspects of the past have been 25
interpreted
Total 100%

Following each question, you will find the mark scheme for the band that the student has
achieved.
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Paper 9HIO_35

Section A

Question 1 and Question 2

Option 35.1: Britain: losing and gaining an empire, 1763-1914
Study Source 1 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

1 Assess the value of the source for revealing the importance of Egypt to Britain in the
late 19th century and the immediate reasons why intervention was thought to be
appropriate in 1882.

Explain your answer, using the source, the information given about its origin and your
own knowledge about the historical context.

Option 35.2: The British experience of warfare, ¢1790-1918
Study Source 2 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

2 Assess the value of the source for revealing the attitude of Wellington to the army and
the problems he encountered in conducting the Peninsular War.

Explain your answer, using the source, the information given about its origin and your
own knowledge about the historical context.

2 © Pearson Education Ltd 2017
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Exemplar response A

Chosen question number:  Question1 ® Question 2
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This response received 20 marks.

5 17-20 | « Interrogates the evidence of the source in relation to both enquiries with
confidence and discrimination, making reasoned inferences and showing
a range of ways the material can be used, for example by distinguishing
between information and claim or opinion,

* Deploys knowledge of the historical context to illuminate and/or discuss
the limitations of what can be gained from the content of the source
material, displaying secure understanding of the need to interpret
source material in the context of the values and concerns of the society
from which it is drawn.

+ Evaluation of the source material uses valid criteria which are justified
and fully applied. Evaluation takes into account the weight the evidence
will bear as part of coming to a judgement and, where appropriate,
distinguishes between the degree of certainty with which aspects of it
can be used as the basis for claims.

6 © Pearson Education Ltd 2017
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Exemplar response B

Chosen question number:  Question 1 Question2 N
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This response received 13 marks.

4 13-16 | « Analyses the source material, interrogating the evidence to make
reasoned inferences and to show a range of ways the material can be
used, for example by distinguishing between information and claim or
opinion, although treatment of the two enquiries may be uneven.

» Deploys knowledge of the historical context to illuminate and/or discuss
the limitations of what can be gained from the content of the source
material, displaying some understanding of the need to interpret source
material in the context of the values and concerns of the society from
which it is drawn.

» Evaluation of the source material uses valid criteria which are justified
and applied, although some of the evaluation may be weakly
substantiated. Evaluation takes into account the weight the evidence will
bear as part of coming to a judgement.

10 © Pearson Education Ltd 2017
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Section B

Question 3, Question 4, Question 5 and
Question 6

Option 35.1: Britain: losing and gaining an empire, 1763-1914
EITHER

3 To what extent were the rebellions in Upper and Lower Canada in the years 1837-38
motivated by common causes?

OR

4 ‘Lord Dalhousie made a positive contribution to the government of India during his
term as Governor General in the years 1848-56.

How far do you agree with this statement?

Option 35.2: The British experience of warfare, c1790-1918
EITHER

5 ’British public opinion became increasingly hostile as the Boer War developed!

How far do you agree with this statement?

OR

6 How far do you agree that Haig’s strengths as a commander outweighed his
weaknesses in the years 1916-18?

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017 11
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Exemplar response C

Chosen question number: Question 3 £ Question 4
Question 5 E£1 Question 6 3
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This response received 4 marks.

2 4-7 * There is limited analysis of some key features of the period relevant to
the question, but descriptive passages are included that are not clearly
shown to relate to the focus of the question.

* Mostly accurate and relevant knowledge is included, but lacks range or
depth and has only implicit links to the demands and conceptual focus of
the question.

» An overall judgement is given but with limited substantiation and the
criteria for judgement are left implicit.

* The answer shows some attempts at organisation, but most of the
answer is lacking in coherence, clarity and precision.

14 © Pearson Education Ltd 2017
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Exemplar response D

Chosen question number:  Question 3 [ Question 4 ,m
Question 5 Question 6
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This response received 16 marks.

4 13-16 | « Key issues relevant to the question are explored by an analysis of the
relationships between key features of the period, although treatment of
issues may be uneven.

« Sufficient knowledge is deployed to demonstrate understanding of the
demands and conceptual focus of the question and to meet most of its
demands.

+ Valid criteria by which the question can be judged are established and
applied in the process of coming to a judgement. Although some of the
evaluations may be only partly substantiated, the overall judgement is
supported.

* The answer is generally well organised. The argument is logical and is

communicated with clarity, although in a few places it may lack
coherence and precision.
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Exemplar response E

Chosen question number: Question 3 £ Question 4 [
Question 5 £ Question6 X
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This response received 3 marks.

1 1-3 * Simple or generalised statements are made about the topic.

» Some accurate and relevant knowledge is included, but it lacks range
and depth and does not directly address the question.

* The overall judgement is missing or asserted.

* There is little, if any, evidence of attempts to structure the answer, and
the answer overall lacks coherence and precision.
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Section C

Question 7, Question 8, Question 9 and
Question 10

Option 35.1: Britain: losing and gaining an empire, 1763-1914
EITHER

7 How far do you agree that the purchase of the Suez Canal shares provided the most
significant stimulus to British trade in the years 1763-1914?

OR

8 'The advances made as a result of Cook’s South Seas expedition of 1768-71 can be
seen as the most significant stimulus to the development of the Royal Navy in the
years 1763-1914!

How far do you agree with this statement?

Option 35.2: The British experience of warfare, c1790-1918
EITHER

9 How far do you agree that the shift from sail to steam was the most significant
development in the conduct of war at sea during the years 1790-1918?

OR

10 'In the years ¢1790-1918, the French Wars set the pattern for the contribution made
by the populace in subsequent wars'

How far do you agree with this statement?

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017 23
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Exemplar response F

Chosen question number: , . Question 7 £ Questions K
Question 9 £ Question 10 &3
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This response received 12 marks.

3 8-12 » There is some analysis of, and attempt to explain links between, the
relevant key features of the period and the question, although
descriptive passages may be included.

» Mostly accurate and relevant knowledge is included to demonstrate some
understanding of the demands and conceptual focus of the question, but
material lacks range or depth.

+ Attempts are made to establish criteria for judgement and to relate the
overall judgement to them, although with weak substantiation.

* The answer shows some organisation. The general trend of the argument
is clear, but parts of it lack logic, coherence and precision.

© Pearson Education Ltd 2017 27



